
Dear Prodigal family member and friends 
 
The Prodigal ministry idea was birthed several years ago, but the seed for 
this journey began in 2003 when we began to notice a change in our son, 
Hunter. We saw a child begin to become angry and inconsistent and 
deteriorate academically. Even though he continued to excel athletically, this 
eventually deteriorated once he went to college. Academic failure and drug 
abuse led to years of pain, rehab and relapse. 
 
Fortunately for us, we were able to be guided by wise Biblical counsel. (Prov 
15:22) We were eventually able to see some glaring parenting mistakes and 
enabling behavior on our part as parents. By God’s grace we were able to 
slowly and surely change those behaviors to allow our son to suffer the 
consequences of his actions. We were able to restore our lives and 
relationship with God by giving our son to God. When we relinquished control 
we felt a freedom we had not felt in years, while at the same time, creating 
an environment which provided the best opportunity for our son to recover.  
 
As we began move forward out of the darkness, we had the opportunity to 
counsel other families in crisis. It was suggested to us on several occasions 
that we should think about starting a ministry. Through much prayer we 
were convicted beyond a doubt that the Prodigal ministry was where God 
was leading us. 
 
 
We have humbly embarked on this journey trying diligently to put God first 
and let Him lead. Our motivation can be summed up well by Paul as he writes 
in 2 Corinthians 1:3,4. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves have received from God.  
 
We love God who has been faithful. We love our Biblical community who has 
given us tough, honest, but wise counsel at every step. We are here now 
simply because we love you and we want to help. (I Tim 1:5; Colossians2:8) 
We want to offer you hope in the midst of chaos. We believe that true hope is 
found only in Jesus Christ. We want to share with you valuable tools based in 
Biblical truth that can be utilized to restore your relationship with God and 
family. These tools, when applied in the context of Biblical community will 
provide an environment that optimizes the chance of your prodigal’s 
restoration and return home. This Prodigal community is a safe place, but we 
love you enough to not let you hide.  
 
We truly feel your pain and welcome you to the Prodigal ministry. 
 
Jay and Ginny Burns (on behalf of the entire leadership team) 


